
God’s Great Plan  

 

Because it is God’s nature to love – it is in God’s nature to save. 

Because it is God’s nature to save – He sent the One who could 

save us! Easter is about a great plan that God has for the world and 

for each one of us. The Apostle Paul draws our attention to this 

great plan in the Book of 1 Corinthians. Paul does not have math in 

mind when he wrote about God’s great plan – but let’s use some 

common math principles (main points from Pulpit Helps) in reviewing 

what happened during those six hours when Jesus was on the Cross 

 

The Cross of Christ subtracts one from hell. (1 Corinthians 1:18-19) 

 

The Cross and its message would be foolish if it did not carry with it the power to save us from 

hell. Harry Emerson Fosdick used to tell the story about a little Church on the coast of England that 

was ruined in a hurricane. The congregation was unable to rebuild. A representative of the British 

Admiralty came to the Church leaders to ask if they intended to reconstruct the Church. The 

Church leaders explained that they lacked the funds to be able to rebuild. The representative said, 

“Well, if you do not rebuild the Church, we will. The spire on top of the Church building is on all 

our charts and maps. It is the landmark by which the ships of the seven seas steer their course.” 

Though the hurricane of hell brought the sins of the world upon the Body of Christ, that Body was 

rebuilt on Easter. There is power in an empty Cross and an empty Tomb – the power to subtract 

one from hell. 

 

The Cross of Christ adds one to heaven. (1 Corinthians 1:20-21) 

 

There is a story about a little girl who proudly wore a shiny Cross on a chain around her neck. One 

day she was asked, “Little girl, don’t you know that the Cross Jesus died on wasn’t beautiful like 

the one you’re wearing? It was an ugly, wooden thing.” To which the girl replied, “Yes, I know. 

But they told me in Sunday School that whatever Jesus touches, He changes.” God’s great plan 

involves Jesus going to the Cross so that we can be changed. There is power in an empty Cross and 

an empty Tomb – the power to add one to heaven. 

 

The Cross of Christ divides one from the world. (1 Corinthians 1:22-24) 

 

The Cross is the dividing point that separates the wisdom of the world from the wisdom that comes 

from God. The Manchester City Art Gallery houses a painting of Christ by Holman Hunt that 

shows Jesus standing inside his father’s carpenter shop in Nazareth. He has put his saw down and 

is stripped down to a cloth around His waist. A weary Jesus stretches His arms above His head, 

casting a shadow onto the wall, in the shape of a person crucified. A long narrow tool rack hanging 

on the wall intersects perfectly with His shadow to give the impression of the crossbeam of the 

Cross. A woman in the foreground kneels among the woodchips, with her hands resting upon a 

chest that houses the gifts of the Magi. It is Mary and she is startled by the cross-like shadow cast 

by her Son. Hunt shows us in artform what the Gospels show us with words. The shadow of the 
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Cross was cast over Christ’s life from the beginning. Just as it was not enough for Jesus to only 

know what He had to do – it is not enough for us to simply know about God’s plan. Engaging in 

God’s great plan shows us that there is power in an empty Cross and an empty Tomb – the power 

to divide us from the holdings of this world. 

The Cross of Christ multiples one’s treasure in heaven. 

 

The story is told about a prince coming to visit a forgotten little village. Everyone was excited, 

but no one was more excited than the village beggar. Every day he sat and begged by the road 

with his little cup, hoping to get enough money to buy the rice to live one more day. But now the 

mighty prince was coming! When the prince arrived, the beggar mustered his most impassioned 

appeal and cried out, “Alms! Alms for the poor!” The prince stopped and said, “Give me your 

cup of rice.” The beggar slumped down in disbelief. Here was the wealthiest man in the land, 

asking for his lousy little cup of rice. The beggar was about to refuse, but instead he reached in 

the cup and put three grains of rice in the prince’s hand. The prince turned to his servant and said, 

“Bring me a bag of gold.” The beggar could hardly contain himself as he eagerly stretched out his 

empty collection cup. The prince reached into his bag and placed three grains of gold in the beg-

gar’s cup. The beggar wondered for the rest of his life . . . “what would have happened if I had 

given him my whole cup of rice?” 2 Corinthians 8:9 says for you know the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through 

his poverty might become rich. There is power in an empty Cross and an empty Tomb – the 

power to multiple one’s treasure for all of eternity. 

 

Because it is God’s nature to love – it is in God’s nature to save. Because it is God’s nature to 

save – He sent the One who could save us! Easter is about a great plan that God has for the world 

and for each one of us. God has a plan for all of us that we can connect with because of the Res-

urrection of the Lord Jesus! 

 

To God Be the Glory! 

Josh  

Continued from pg. 1 

2 

0 

1 

7 



 Prayers  

  

Volunteer Schedules for  April  2017 

WEEKLY 2 9 16 23 30 

Greeter Frank Mee Pernia Martin Nick Ellis Mary Burgess Virginia Easter 

Nursery during 

Sunday School 
TBA TBA TBA TBA TBA 

Nursery during 

Church 
Pat Ramsey Linda Brown Joy Ramsey Pat Ramsey Linda Brown 

Pastoral Prayer & 

AM Communion 
David McKissack Jeff Brown Travis Mayton David McKissack Jeff Brown 

Home  

Communion 
David McKissack Jeff Brown Travis Mayton David McKissack Josh Head 

Projection Kevin Mee Tony McKissack Jacob Conner Travis Wolfe Kevin Mee 

Sound Board Jacob Conner Kevin Mee Jacob Brown Tony McKissack Jacob Conner 

MONTHLY  

Communion  

Clean - up 
Melanie Head 

Elevate Jr. Becky Mayton 

Elevate Erica Wolfe 

Fellowship Meal 

Hostess Becky Mayton 

Marquee  

up keep Jacob Conner 

 

Johnson, Robert 

Kirby, Lennis 

Ladd, Steve 

Lawson, Louise 

Martin, Pernia 

McKinney, Nellie 

Mee, Bess 

Mee, J. W.  

Miller, Cynthia 

Miller, Gayle 

Moore, Doc 

Townsend, Frances 

Trevino, Robert 

Unspoken 

Wagner, Nancy 

Yeary, Mitchell & Amanda 

  

Families of 

Basler, Howard 

Prayer 

Barger, Sue 

Brown, Jeff 

Brown, Linda 

Brown, Noble 

Conner, David 

Conner, Jonathan 

Ellis, Bill 

Ellis, Nick 

Fann, Priscilla 

Fairres, Jessica  

Godwin, Elizabeth 

Harvey, Emmett 

Head, Lauren 

Head, Melanie 

Hoffman, Elinor 

Howe, Ray & Linda 

Johnson, Reva 

Bone, M.D., Ernst Chester 

Brown Family 

Heath, James 

Johnson, Robert 

Mayner, Phyllis 

McKinney, Mike 

Military Men & Women 

Pfiefle, Sebastian 

Potter, Cheryl 

Shubert, Maxine 

Snyder, Dick 

  

T H E  C H R I S T I A N  C A L L E R  

The value of 

persistent 

prayer is 

not that He 

will hear us 

but that we 

will finally 

hear Him 

03/05/17– 79 in attendance for worship and an offering of  $4057.73 

03/12/17– 56 in attendance for worship and an offering of  $1602.59 

03/19/17 –66 in attendance for worship and an offering of  $2871.00 

03/26/17 - 83 in attendance for worship and an offering of  $3830.69 

Numbers for March Be sure and check out the  

Missions Budget on the Bulletin 

Board and see where your  

contributions are going. 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 

Pray Continually 
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April 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

*Jessica Fairres *Niki Mayton 

*Patsy Stow 

*Dee Adkisson *Nellie McKinney 

*Marta Nichols

*David Conner 

*Jess  Rittenhouse 

*Taylor Hyden 

*Benny Brown 
*Frances Godsey 

*Mitchell Yeary *Betty Poole 

*Jared Easter 

*Kevin Mee 
*Lee Smith 

Easter  

Easter Breakfast 

(Time to be  

announced) 

No Sunday School 

or PM Services 

Sonshine Sisters  

12:00 

Elder’s Mtg. 

7:00 

Fellowship Meal 

6:00 

Board Meeting 

7:00 

Please make a note in your address book: 

Louise Lawson’s new address is: 

153 Evans Hghts. 

Rockwood, TN  37854 


