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Minister’s Notes / Josh Head
Don’t Miss What Can Happen This Christmas Season

It is amazing that so many people missed the coming of the Messiah when He came the first time! The Israelite people should have been
ready for the new King’s arrival, but for the most part, they missed it. It is also amazing that so many people miss the powerful impact
that the coming of Jesus can have on their lives in the present. Sometimes, if we are not careful, the festivity of Christmas can overshadow
the power of the One who came into this world as our Savior. Here are three Good News reminders for you about the same God who is
doing the same things today He was doing when His Son came some two thousand years ago.
He is the God who brings you Good News.
We are all shocked by the terrible typhoon that recently hit the Philippines and the terrible hardship the people there are going through in
the aftermath of that storm. We constantly see upheaval in the world – public shootings – political divide and discord – innocent people
hurt. The message for us today is the same one as when Jesus first came. The angels delivered these words to the shepherds in Luke 2:10
– do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Don’t miss it this year. In the midst of bad news and
a sin-fallen world is the greatest news we will ever know. The coming of Jesus did not eradicate bad news from the world – but His coming is Good News for the present and is Good News for our futures. God so loved the world that He sent His Son to bring us peace and
lasting hope.
He is the God who does the impossible for you.
Unlike the unfortunate story above, the pregnancy of Mary defies understanding because Mary became pregnant with the Son of God by
the power of God. Mary was told in Luke 1:35 that the Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. There is a song that says the way God chose for His Son to come is a “strange way to save the world.” After Mary learned
what was going to happen she had to be encouraged in Luke 1:37 to remember that nothing is impossible with God. The same God for
which nothing was impossible then is the God for which nothing is impossible now. Don’t miss it this year. Maybe you are in a position
or condition you think is impossible. Like the old song says, “Got any rivers you think are impossible? Got any mountains you can’t tunnel thorough? God specializes in things thought impossible! And he can do what no other God can do.” Just remember that our heavenly
Father specializes in the impossible!
He is the God who guides your steps.
Imagine Joseph’s uncertainty when he was told that his fiancé was pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit! At first Joseph had in mind
to quietly separate from Mary and go on his way. But he was guided and encouraged in Matthew 1:20 to not be afraid to take Mary home
as your wife. Joseph’s initial plan was overshadowed by his lack of understanding but he allowed himself to be guided by the direction
and truth of God. Don’t miss it this year. Keep in mind that the most monumental event that has ever happened in man’s history is the
coming of Jesus Christ and the next greatest monumental event to occur will be the soon return of Jesus for His Church and His people.
Don’t allow the festivity of Christmas to overshadow and replace the One who has the power to guide your steps through the holidays as
we look forward to the Lord’s return.
The doctor jokingly said, “. . . the last time anything like this happened – a star appeared in the east and three wise men came over the hill.
I am going to make sure that I don’t miss it this time!” Jesus came some two thousand years ago and most people missed it. Be sure not to
miss what can happen this Christmas season as His coming is recognized and celebrated. To God be the glory!
With Christ’s Love,

Josh

Psalm 61 2From the ends of the earth I call to you, I call as my heart grows faint; lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 3For you have been my refuge, a strong tower against the foe.

Here is one of my favorite Christmas-related stories. A woman takes her sixteen-year-old daughter to the doctor. The
doctor says, “Okay, Mrs. Smith, what’s the problem?” The mother says, “It’s my daughter Lynda. She keeps getting
these cravings, she’s putting on weight, and she is sick most mornings.” The doctor gives Lynda a good examination,
then turns to the mother and says, “Well, I don’t know how to tell you this, but your Lynda is pregnant – about four
months, would be my guess.” The mother says, “Pregnant?! She can’t be! She has never ever been left alone with a
man! Have you, Lynda?” Lynda says, “No mother! I’ve never even kissed a man!” The doctor walked over to the window and just stares
outside. About five minutes pass and finally the mother says, “Is there something wrong out there doctor?” The doctor replies, “No, not
really – it’s just that the last time anything like this happened – a star appeared in the east and three wise men came over the hill. I am
going to make sure that I don’t miss it this time!”
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Elder’s Corner - Benny Brown
I received this inspirational message in an email. There was no way for me to determine the author - the
message had just been forwarded too many times. If you know the author of this inspirational message is,
please let me know. (from the website www.fatsheep.org)

Is Your Hut Burning?
The only survivor of a shipwreck was washed up on a small, uninhabited island. He prayed feverishly for
God to rescue him, and every day he scanned the horizon for help, but none seemed forthcoming. Exhausted, he eventually managed to build a little hut out of driftwood to protect him from the elements, and
to store his few possessions. But then one day, after scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his little
hut in flames, the smoke rolling up to the sky. The worst had happened; everything was lost. He was
stunned with grief and anger.

Heaven will be inherited by every man who has heaven in his soul. ~ Henry Ward Beecher

“God, how could you do this to me!” he cried.
Early the next day, however, he was awakened by the sound of a ship that was approaching the island. It
had come to rescue him. “How did you know I was here?” asked the weary man of his rescuers.
“We saw your smoke signal,” they replied.
It is easy to get discouraged when things are going bad. But we shouldn’t lose heart, because “God is at
work in our lives, even in the midst of pain and suffering. Remember, next time your little hut is burning to
the ground---it just may be a smoke signal that summons the grace of God
For all the negative things we have to say to ourselves, God has a positive answer for it
You say: “It’s impossible.” God says: All things are possible (Luke 18:27)
You say: “Nobody really loves me.” God says: I love you (John 3:16 & John 13:34)
You say: “I can’t go on.” God says: My grace is sufficient (II Corinthians 12:9; Psalm 91:15)
You say: “I can’t figure things out.” God says: I will direct your steps (Proverbs 3:5-6)
You say: “I can’t do it” God says: You can do all things (Philippians 4:13)
You say: “I’m not able.” God says: I am able (II Corinthians 9:8)
You say: “It’s not worth it.” God says: It will be worth it (Roman 8:28)
You say: “I can’t forgive myself.” God says: I FORGIVE YOU (I John 1:9 & Romans 8:1)
You say: “I can’t manage.” God says: I will supply all your needs (Philippians 4:19)
You say: “I’m afraid.” God says: I have not given you a spirit of fear (II Timothy 1:7)
You say: “I’m always worried and frustrated. “ God says: Cast all your cares on ME (I Peter 5:7)

If anyone has a
special need or
needs special
arrangements
for home
communion
during the
month of
December
please contact
Benny Brown
Or
Pastor Josh
Head
2013
Birthdays,
Babies,
New Address…
If you have
moved, are
new to FCCH,
or if you have
had a baby this
past year,
please call the
office or leave
your information in the
pocket of the
office door so
the records can
be updated for
2014.
FCC still offers
Valet Parking
on
Sunday morning for anyone
who needs it.
Please let
Travis Mayton
know if you
would like to
take advantage
of this special
service. Travis
may be reached
at
865-719-7161.

You say: “I don’t have enough faith.” God says: I’ve given everyone a measure of faith (Romans 12:3)
You say: “I’m not smart enough.” God says: I give you wisdom (I Corinthians 1:30)
You say: “I feel all alone.” God says: I will never leave you or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5)
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Ryan’s Renderings
Ryan Christman
How to Raise a Pagan Kid in a Christian Home by Barrett Johnson
*Authors note: This post has gotten quite a lot of traffic. Several people (mainly practicing pagans) have
pointed out that I used the word "pagan" in a way that doesn't fit the official definition. For my purposes
here, I used that word to broadly define someone who rejects a biblical world view, fails to place God at
the highest place in their lives, and is depending on something other than the cross for salvation. In
hindsight, I probably could have gone with a different word. If you are a practicing pagan, please accept
my apologies.
Every Imperfect and Normal Family wants their kids to turn out right. So, we establish goals for character development
and try to create an environment where our kids can mature. Church, school, sports teams, family relationships... each
of these provides a context where our kids can learn to “love your neighbor as yourself.”
Unfortunately, our “good” objectives might have absolutely nothing to do with the gospel of Jesus Christ. And we inadvertently end up raising pagans instead of Christians.
Too many times, (Christian) parents have it as their goal to make their kids good and moral. It is as if the entire purpose of their family’s spiritual life is to shape their children into law-abiding citizens who stay out of trouble. The only
problem with this goal is that it runs in stark contrast to what the Bible teaches. The gospel is not about making bad
people moral, but about making dead people alive. If we teach morality without the transforming power of the gospel
and the necessity of a life fully surrendered to God's will, then we are raising moral pagans.
We end up teaching the wrong thing because we have the wrong objectives.
This sentiment was stirred in me afresh when I read an interview with Veggie Tales creator Phil Vischer. He was reflecting on how the “Christian message” he was trying to teach wasn’t Christianity at all...
"I looked back at the previous 10 years and realized I had spent 10 years trying to convince kids to behave Christianly
without actually teaching them Christianity. And that was a pretty serious conviction. You can say, "Hey kids, be more
forgiving because the Bible says so," or "Hey kids, be more kind because the Bible says so!" But that isn't Christianity,
it's morality. . .
And that was such a huge shift for me from the American Christian ideal. We're drinking a cocktail that's a mix of the
Protestant work ethic, the American dream, and the gospel. And we've intertwined them so completely that we can't
tell them apart anymore. Our gospel has become a gospel of following your dreams and being good so God will make
all your dreams come true. It's the Oprah god.”
So what is your objective?
Do you teach your kids "be good because the Bible tells you to" or do you teach your kids that they will never be good
without Christ’s offer of grace? There is a huge difference. One leads to moralism; the other leads to brokenness. One
leads to self-righteousness; the other leads to a life that realizes that Christ is everything and that nothing else matters.
I want my kids to be good. We all do. But as our kids grow up, the truth of the gospel can easily get lost somewhere
between salvation (where we know we need Jesus) and living life (where we tend to say “I’ve got this”). My experience is that the vast majority of parents are encouraging moral behavior in their kids so that God will bless their
(usually self-centered) pursuits. It's the American Dream plus Jesus. And it produces good, moral pagans.
Consider the key objectives you have for your kids. Seriously, take a minute to think about what would deem you a
successful parent. If your goals are focused on your kids’ behavior, their happiness, or their accomplishments (but
don’t include a dependence upon Christ and a submission to His will and work), then you might want to make some
adjustments.
Because the world has enough pagans. Even plenty of really nice ones. What we need is kids who fully grasp the reality that they have nothing to offer, but who intimately know a God who has everything they need.
Phil Vischer finally got this. What about you?
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December 1 is the deadline to have in your donations for Holiday Cheer.
Be sure & get your donations in for the Christmas Baskets.
The SonShine Sisters meeting is Monday, December 2 at Evelyn Snyder’s home.
Everyone is to meet at the Church at 11:00 for transportation to Evelyn’s home, lunch
will be furnished.
The Elder’s Meeting will be Tuesday, December 3 at 7:00 PM.



The youth is sponsoring a chili cook off on Sunday, December 8 at 5:30. Anyone

God will prepare everything for our perfect happiness in heaven, and if it takes my dog being there, I believe he’ll be there ~ Billy Graham



who would like to furnish Chili is asked to sign the sheet at the Welcome Center.


December 8 is the deadline to volunteer for 2014 and also to purchase a poinsettia.
The cost of a poinsettia is $8.00, be sure to label your check or envelop and put it into
the offering plate by the deadline.



Benny and the Sonshine Sisters will be putting the Christmas Baskets together.



Kidcity will be having a Progressive Dinner on Friday, December 13. Please see
Ryan with any questions.



The Christmas Baskets will be handed out Saturday, December 21 at 9:00 AM.



The Board Meeting is Tuesday, December 17 at 7:00 PM.



The Candlelight service is Tuesday, December 24 at 6:00.



Family Sunday is December 29.



Financial Reports are available by the Foyer.

Southern Wise Men
In a small southern town there was a “Nativity Scene” that showed great skill and talent had gone into
creating it. One small feature bothered me. The three wise men were wearing firemen’s helmets.
Totally unable to come up with a reason or explanation, I left. At a “quik Stop” on the edge of town, I
asked the lady behind the counter about the helmets.
She exploded into a rage, yelling at me, “You darn Yankees never do read the Bible!”
I assured her that I did, but simply couldn’t recall anything about firemen in the Bible.
She jerked her Bible from behind the counter and ruffled thru some pages, and finally jabbed her finger at
a passage. Sticking it in my face she said “See, it says right here, ‘The three wise men came from afar.”

OFFICE PHONE…
Just a reminder…
You will always get the answering machine when no one is in
the office, if the phone keeps
ringing, it means the phone is in
use, please call back until you
either get a person or the answering machine

I can safely say, on the authority of all that is revealed in the Word of God, that any man or woman on this earth who is bored and turned off by worship is not ready for heaven. ~ A.W. Tozer
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CHANGING SEASONS OF LIFE AND MINISTRY
As you can see, we are not finished nor our excitement diminished in regard to the Mongolians, but the seasons of our life are constantly
changing. For example, it was like Springtime ministry 14 years ago when we first partnered with you to reach out to the Mongolians with
the gospel. We think that first year was the hardest for us, with language school and culture shock. Spencer thought he would go crazy not
being able to preach, and Pat shed many tears because language learning was so hard. But Summertime ministry came soon enough, and
God began new works in two towns simultaneously. We were still language learners, but with the help of dedicated translators, we were
able to teach and preach again. Time went by quickly, and Fall ministry came, when we realized it was time to put the work into the hands
of Mongolians. Then we coached more from the sidelines. Now, in 2013, we are moving into the Winter season. Our work is now mostly
stateside (9 months in the U.S., 3 months in Mongolia), recruiting, inspiring, and counseling those who have a call or have shown an interest in Mongolia. It is an odd feeling, and many of you reading this article understand this, that the winter season comes so quickly. Our
age, Grandma Gwen’s changing situation, and Pat’s eye treatments have each affected to some degree this new sea son to serve in Mongolia. We will begin receiving Social Security this month, and, having counseled with Team Expansion and our elders about salary adjustment, we have decided to reduce our White Horse salary to 33%, which will compensate for the third of our time that we devote to Mongolia. This reduction in our salary will free up more White Horse money for the Mongolian projects that are producing good results, such
as leadership training, the young boys soccer ministry, the two Mongolian families we support in China, the remote countryside ministry,
training children’s Bible teachers, and scholarships for capable young church leaders. Your missions team may have thoughts or questions
about these matters, so please let us know at (865) 803-7740. Also we are
scheduling speaking engagements for fall and winter. Please call us to
come and share firsthand the amazing things that God is doing through the
Mongolians. We would love to meet with your youth to challenge them to
include Mongolia in their prayers and plans for the future. We hope that
some will intern with us in a sports program, perhaps this summer.
Spencer has been reaching out to the men and realizes that it is now time
to reach out more to the youth. Since Mongolians love sports, a soccer
program is a great door opener. They are also beginning to enjoy archery
again. Heretofore, the archery equipment has been so expensive that the
average family couldn’t afford it. We’ve had some fine equipment donated by friends in Tennessee and Mississippi, so we’re now ready to start
an archery club. Will you consider going??? The Lord willing, we plan to
return to Mongolia in the spring 2014 for three months.
Spencer & Pat Garner
Team Expansion

The Farm: Thank you to you all for reading
and responding to the last newsletter! We are
deeply humbled and grateful to have your
partnership in the ministry of caring for
orphans in Doma! In response to last months
newsletter, we have seen a slight increase in
giving and we are so very grateful! We have
been able to procure the first stage of our
cropping to feed everyone in 2014 and we
praise God for you and your generosity. We
still need $16,000 to procure the rest of the
necessary inputs for our farming needs. Please
prayerfully consider partnering with us to feed
the 800 people who rely on Eden for food.
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THIS MONTH

November 3
TOTAL WORSHIP ATTENDANCE: 84
Sunday School: 48
November 10
TOTAL WORSHIP ATTENDANCE: 87
Sunday School: 81
November 17
TOTAL WORSHIP ATTENDANCE: 103
Sunday School: 68
November 24
TOTAL WORSHIP ATTENDANCE: 72
Sunday School: 49

Let your hope of heaven
master your fear of death.
author: William Gurnall

Larry Laymon
will have the
January
Elder Article
and also be
Elder of the Month
For January

January



Benny Brown is
Elder of the month
for December, please direct
all questions or needs
directly to Benny or Josh.

December

NO FELOWSHIP MEAL IN DECEMBER

NEXT MONTH

D
1

E C E M B E R
AM Communion
and Pastoral
Prayer
Jeff Brown

S CH E D U L E S
Sunday School
Hour Nursery

Sunday Nursery
Worker

(during Sunday School)

(during church)

Pat Ramsey

8

Benny Brown

Cherlyn Brown

15

Larry Laymon

Pat Ramsey

22

Travis Mayton

29

D

David McKissack

E C E M B E R
Sound Board
Operator

Kristin Christman

Larry Laymon

Pam McKissack

Kevin
&
Michelle Mee

Rebecca McKissack

Travis Wolfe

Joy Ramsey

Cherlyn Brown

Pat Ramsey

Projection

Kristin Christman

Elevate Jr

Elevate

Age 3,4 & 5

1st - 5th grade

Becky Mayton

Marquee
Up-Keep

Ryan Christman

Frank Mee

Larry Laymon
Kevin
&
Michelle Mee

S CH E D U L E S
Sunday
Morning
Greeter

PM Communion

Hospital Cards

Communion
Cleanup

Melanie

1

Kevin
&
Michelle Mee

Ray Howe

David McKissack

Joann Basler

8

Fred Ramsey

Bess Mee

Frank Mee

15

Kevin
&
Michelle Mee

Cherlyn
&
Jacob Brown

Wednesday
Night
Nursery

4

Joy Ramsey

Nellie McKinney

11

Cherlyn Brown

Jeff Brown

Evelyn Snyder

18

Watch Bulletin
to see if there
is PM service
tonight

25

22

Kevin
&
Michelle Mee

Nick Ellis

David McKissack

Linda Brown
&
Pernia Martin

29

Fred Ramsey

Virginia Easter

Frank Mee

Judy Harmon

No PM
Service

1

Family Sunday

29

22

15

2

Jr. / Sr. High
Dinner & Party

30

23

Benny & the Sonshine Sisters
prepare Christmas Baskets
(may change)

16

9

Sonshine Sisters meet at the
Church at 11:00 for transportation to Evelyn’s home for meeting, lunch will be provided.

Sonshine Sisters deliver
Holiday Cheer to Mid-East

Mon

Federal Holiday

3

Eve

Years

New

Happy

31

Candlelight
Service
6:00

24

Board Meeting 7:00

17

10

Elder’s Meeting 7:00

Tue

Christmas Day

Wed

25

18

11

4

26

19

12

5

Kids City
Progressive Dinner

Fri

27

20

13

6

Sat

28

Youth - Gift Wrapping

21

~ Kids City Train Ride
~ Live Nativity

~ 9:00 am Hand out
Christmas Baskets

7

14

Youth - Gift Wrapping
See Ryan for details

No Fellowship Dinner in December

Thu

Always refer to the Sunday Church Bulletin as
changes in activities may occur.

DECEMBER

Live Nativity

Chili Cook off
5:30 PM

Last day to order poinsettia

Last day to volunteer for 2014

8

Deadline for Holiday Cheer /
donations being collected by
Sonshine Sisters

Sun

Birthday **Anniversary

December 2013
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Harriman, TN 37748
Church Office:
Phone: 865-882-3051
Office Hours Mon—Thu (9:00—2:00)
Email: fcch@bellsouth.net
www.fccharriman.org

Service Times
Sunday School
9:45 AM
Sunday Morning
10:50 AM
Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Current Resident
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Gaudi
221 Farmington Trail
Kingston TN 37763

Wednesdays
Bible Study
7:00 PM
(Every 3rd Wednesday is a
Fellowship Meal at 6:00 PM)
Our Program: The Restoration of
The New Testament Church in its Teaching
Ordinance and Life. Our Object: The unity of all Christians
Our Motives: That the world may Believe that Jesus is the Christ

What We Believe
Jesus Christ is the one and only Son of God who
died for our sins and arose from the dead.

Those accepting Christ shall repent of sin, confess
their faith and be baptized into Him.

I Corinthians 15:1-8, John 3:16

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38

The Bible is the inspired Word of God-a lamp unto
our feet and a light unto our path.

The Church is the Body of Christ on earth, is empowered by the Holy Spirit, and exists to save the
lost and edify the saved.

II Timothy 3:16, Psalm 119:105
Ephesians 4:1-16
Every person has worth as a creation of God, but
that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.
Romans 3:23
Forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life
are available to those who trust Christ as Savior and
Lord.
John 3:16
Salvation is found in Jesus Christ alone, for no one
comes to God the Father except through Him.
Acts 4:12, John 14:6

Elders
Benny Brown
882.7725
Jeff Brown
865.882.8156
Larry Laymon
865.354.8834
Travis Mayton
865.719.7161
Adult Minister
Josh Head
865.244.7361
Youth Minister
Ryan Christman
865-335-9990
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