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Minister’s Notes
Josh Head
Drawing Our Battle Lines in the Culture War

The New Testament teaches us that the culture war begins with us on an individual level. Regardless of what
someone else is doing and regardless of what cultural norms happen to be, we are expected as individuals to do
everything we do in the name of the Lord Jesus. That is not just some out-of-date teaching – it is the truth and
expectation for us today. Our battle lines in the culture war begin right where we are and right where we live on
a day-by-day basis. Colossians 3:17 lets us know that as followers of Jesus Christ we have a responsibility – no
matter what year we live in or what culture we happen to be in – to honor Jesus Christ. Colossians 3:17 says
whatever you do, (in society and culture – in public and in private) whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Here are two simple spiritual applications for drawing spiritual battle lines in the culture war.
Stop doing what is outside the sphere of the character of Jesus Christ.
Verse 17 tells us to do what we do in the name of the Lord Jesus. That phrase in the name carries with it the
idea that what we say or do is to be evaluated in how it fits with the character of Jesus Christ. When we become
the recipient of God’s grace – we also become subject to God’s will for our life. God does not force us to accept salvation and God does not force His will on us. God does not force us to be identified with His Son, but if
we are, He does require that we follow His Son in a way where we rise above the norms of secular society and
culture. Colossians 3:5 instructs us to put to death whatever belongs to the earthly nature. When we are in
Christ, we still live in whatever culture and society we are in, but we are to stop engaging in that culture and
society when we are in conflict with the character of Jesus Christ.
Start doing what is inside the sphere of the character of Jesus Christ.
Verse 17 tells us to do what we do in the name of the Lord Jesus. That phrase in the name carries with it the
idea that what we say or do is to be evaluated in how it fits with the character of Christ. Colossians 3:9b-10
says you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed
in knowledge in the image of its Creator. Culture and society says be tolerant and go with the flow – God says
be holy, because I am holy. (1 Peter 1:16) Culture and society says indulge, engage, imbibe, and experiment –
God says that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you. (1 Corinthians 3:16) Culture
and society says eat, drink, and be merry – God says do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. (Romans 12:2)
Culture and society says the important truth is the one in the moment that you create for yourself – Jesus says
that He alone is the way and the truth and the life. (John 14:6)
Each day we have to make a choice about how we are going to live and who we are going to live for. We live
in a day-and-time when we need to be careful because we are often exposed to gradual change from culture and
society that can cause us to be lured away from the truth of God and the truth of the Lord Jesus Christ. There is
a song we sing that says, “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus – there’s just something about that name! Kings and kingdoms
shall all pass away – but there’s something about that name.”
Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus . . .
IHS,

Buy a Window!
We are starting to
replace the windows
at the church. This
will be done in
stages over a couple
of years. Would you
like to help financially? You can buy
a window, half window or just throw in
a little to help.
Either way, just drop
a check in the offering plate and note
Windows in the
memo line, or even
in cash and put in an
envelope and label
Windows. Window’s are $250
each!

Romans 6:22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.

The story goes that if you drop a frog into boiling water it will immediately sense the pain
and will immediately jump out. But if you put a frog in room-temperature water, it will
swim around happily and as you gradually turn the water up to boiling, the frog will not
sense the change. The frog is slowly lured to his death by the gradual change. We live in a day-and-time when
we need to be careful because we are often exposed to gradual change from culture and society that can cause
us to be lured away from the truth of God and the truth of the Lord Jesus Christ. At no time in history are the
words from Proverbs 14:12 truer than they are right now. There is a way that seems right to man, but in the
end it leads to death.

FCC still offers
Valet Parking on
Sunday morning for anyone who needs it. Please
let Travis Mayton know if
you would like to take
advantage of this special
service. Travis may be
reached at
865-719-7161.

If anyone
has a
special need
or needs special
arrangements for
home communion
during the
month of July,
please contact
Jeff Brown
Or
Pastor Josh Head

Josh
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Elder’s Corner
Jeff Brown

Where are you living?

To prejudge other men’s notions before we have looked into them is not to show their darkness but to put out our own eyes ~ John Locke

Sometimes we seem to get caught up living in places that may be unhealthy. It is nothing intentional. Our lives move so fast, it is easy to lose our place. We need to slow down and take just that
extra second to regain the control we desire.
Sometimes we live in the past. Thinking or even dwelling on the good ole days. We are stuck dealing with darkness of the bad choices we, or others around us have made. We all have issues that
have to be dealt with before we can start to achieve our potential in our walk with God. The confession of, and repentance takes care of those issues. Sometimes we are so bound by our past that we
can’t even move, let alone start working for Jesus.
We are going to look at two verses that may help us. In one of the verses we will look at what Jesus
says about living in the past, and the other we will hear what the Apostle Paul says.
But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62)
Jesus is pretty clear. The words NO ONE means exactly that. He is trying to get us in the mindset to
keep our focus ahead of us.
“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of
that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to
those things which are ahead. I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12)
Pay close attention to the second part of this verse. But one thing I do, this is something that he is
sure to do. He makes sure this happens. You have to stay on top of this concept. It is easy to fall
back into the old way of thinking, focusing on the bad things that you have done or the bad things
that have happened to you. Before you know it you are rationalizing your behaviors and making
excuses for yourself. Paul ends wanting to press forward, to the working in God’s will.
We all have baggage. Some have packed lighter than others, some have learned how to get more in
one suitcase, and others have learned how to leave things behind that can hold us back. Some things
that we carry can weigh us down and steal our joy so we are not effective in our service to the Lord.
As always, if you are struggling ask for God’s help thru prayer and seek help from others that are
equipped to help.
God Bless
Jeff

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
There is no greater joy than to be
honored by your friends with love
and Respect. I THANK YOU
from the bottom of my heart. But,
if you were here or saw the video
of Bible School, not one time was
I ever in this alone.
It takes many people and lots of
time and hard work in order to
complete a week of Bible School.
First, let me Thank my family for
all their help.
Ryan was my right hand man for
months as this was put together.
Becky Ells kept order with all our
projects.
If you were here you would have
seen the kids own kind of worship, as Melanie kept them all
singing and dancing.
In order to keep track of everyone, this year we had Oikos
“families”.
Leaders were: Ryan and Kristen,
David and Debbie, Cody and
Tabatha, Jacob and Jerame
Brown.
To my Shopkeepers: Pat, Erica
Shirley, Becky, Martin, Angie,
Becky, Lacie, Kenyon and Buffy,
thanks so much. Thanks to Dee
and Betty for helping with the
shops. I think you made this the
best year for crafts in our Marketplace.
Then poor Michelle and Tammy,
who spent all their time outside
with the games.
Peace was kept as our Roman
soldiers roamed the place, thanks
Jason and Travis.
As we traveled in the Marketplace we had visitors. They
showed us some things that could
have happened as we did our
daily shopping. Thanks to Jonathan, Jacob, Jerame, Jacob, Jeff
and Travis.
Thanks to our eyes and ears with
David, Larry and Kevin in control.
Last but not least, the most important player Benny, who
brought Paul to life every night
along with his sidekick Dion--(Travis Mayton). I’m sure everyone would agree it was our best
Bible lesson ever.
But most of all THANK YOU all
for your support and prayers, who
could ask for better friends.
LOVE YA!
Cherlyn
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Ryan’s Renderings / Ryan Christman / article by Lane Palmer
Would you rather…
...Face an apocalypse with slow but very intelligent zombies?
...Face an apocalypse with fast but very stupid zombies?
Or would you be happy just to be a participant in the zombie apocalypse? Apparently Brad
Pitt is. He’s just spent the last seven years of his life directing and acting out a role that
many folks would kill for - right? World War Z is out, boasting a $200 million dollar budget
and a storyline that people are dying to see. (Z-zombie-in case you aren’t one of the fast
ones.) If you were looking for a new twist on an old theme, don’t get your hopes up. World
War Z follows the standard zombie flick formula that is as rigid as the storyline from a Taylor Swift tune:
Cannibalistic zombies arise, and, boy, are they hungry!
Frightened humans hide, and, man, are they scared?
Insert various subplots about consumerism, politics, and whether or not we actually like
the zombies better than the survivors, and you have...TROUBLE! TROUBLE!
Once relegated to a rather narrow horror niche, zombie themes are now very much alive
and sweeping through popular culture - but why?
Perhaps it’s our fascination with “end times,” or more likely it represents the general lemmings approach we take with memes so we don’t feel left out - but I believe there is a deeper
and more gnawing question that movies like World War Z reveal:
What is at the core of our being? When Starbucks is open and the internet is easily accessible, we all play nice. But if you were holed up in an abandoned airport with total strangers
and zombies were chasing you down, would you transform into something worse that the
walking dead: To be honest, I know I have that potential within me… and so do you. Don’t
believe me? Let me hold up God’s mirror to your soul for a second:
The Lord observed the extent of human wickedness on the earth, and he saw that everything they thought or imagined was consistently and totally evil (Genesis 6:5).
The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately wicked. Who really
knows how bad it is? (Jeremiah 17:9).
You were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. You used to live in
sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil - the commander of the powers in the
unseen world (Ephesians 2:1-2).
Do you get the picture here? You and I were like zombies before we trusted Christ, and
even though we have been raised to a new life following Jesus, never forget that your zombie tendencies still lurk about in your spirit (the Bible refers to it as your “old nature”), just
waiting for an opportunity to damage and destroy what God is graciously building.
In other words, you don't need to worry or wait for a World War Z on planet earth...there
is one happening inside of you every day? Your inner zombie wants to mindlessly consume
entertainment and cannibalize people by using them for your own selfish gains - and when
you live this lifestyle, you really do end up being worse than the walking dead.
Now here’s the good news:
But God was merciful! We were dead because of our sins, but God loved us so much
that he made us alive with Christ, and God’s wonderful kindness is what saves you. God
raised us from death to life with Christ Jesus, and he has given us a place beside Christ
in heaven. God planned for us to do good things and to live as he has always wanted us
to live. That’s why he sent Christ to make us what we are (Ephesians 2:4-5;9-10).
When you trusted in Jesus Christ for salvation, the Holy Spirit took up residence in your
soul. When you daily yield to His leading and power, not only is your inner zombie defeated, but you can fulfill the very real mission of sharing the life saving message of the
gospel and living for THE Cause of Christ.
So if you were trapped in the zombie apocalypse with the cure, would you save your
friends who had been “bitten”? Of course you would! So why do we listen to our old, dead
self and hide in the shadows of fear and indifference when we have the healing message that
raises “dead” people from their sins and gives them a new and glorious life?
Brothers and Sisters, let’s keep in mind that we walk in a world filled with the undead. Be
bold and fight the World War Z battle in your soul. Reach out to those around you who need
to hear about the new life Jesus offers! ~ article by Lane Palmer

Elevate Jr. and Elevate...
Be the first to find Ryan on the Sunday after
the newsletter goes out and be able to quote
the verse perfectly from memory for the week
as shown below and you win the prize .
John 14:6

Elevate, Spy Chase
July 7, Lesson 1
Main point: I will follow Only God
Bible Lesson: Elijah and the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel
July 14, Lesson 2
Main point: I Will Have Peace When I Am Afraid Because God is With Me

Bible lesson: Elisha and the Army
July 21, Lesson3
Main point: I will obey God
Bible lesson: Jonah’s Message
Elevate JR, Altitude Jr.
July 7, Lesson 1
Main point I will learn from the bible
Bible lesson: Jesus Tempted in the wilderness
July 14, Lesson 2
Main Point: God Will take care of me
Bible lesson: Sermon on the mount
July 21, Lesson 3
Main point: God has big Plans for me
Bible lesson: Moses and the Burning Bush
July 28, Lesson 4
Main Point: I will obey God’s Rulers
Bible lesson: Moses and the Ten Commandments

Please see Ryan for
details on all the
following events:
Sunday, July 14
Kids City will be
going to Splash Pad.
Friday, July 26 &
Saturday, July 27
The Jr. & Sr. High
will be going on a
camping trip.
Friday, August 9
and Saturday,
August 10, the Jr.
& Sr. High will
have a “Lock In” at
the Church.
Saturday, August
17, Kids City will
be going bowling.
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Riggs Chapel Baptist Church
Presents
Salvation...A Youth Gathering
“to save, rescue, deliver, set free”
When: August 31, 2013
Where: Princess Theater downtown Harriman.
Time: 6 - 10 PM.
Cost: Cash donation & 1 can or dry good.
Riggs Chapel is getting together with other
youth groups in the community as well as
outside the community. This gathering is to
bring groups together to perform for one
another and to share talents with friends,
family and each other. This event is to raise
money & can goods to support Storehouse
Ministries.
Pastor Jimmy Banken of Riggs Chapel and
Fred Hamilton (Riggs Chapel youth minister)
will say a few words and welcome everyone.
Brother Mason Goodman will also be here to
give words of encouragement to us all.
Please contact Fred Hamilton at 865-2580115 or Diane Hamilton at 865-640-0402
with any questions.



The SonShine Sisters will meet Monday, July 1 at noon.



The Elder’s Meeting will be Tuesday, July 2 at 7:00 PM.



Youth Activities: The JR / SR High Camping trip is Friday, July 26 & Saturday, July 27.
See Ryan for details. Kids City will be going to Splash Pad on Sunday, July 14. See
Ryan for details.



The Board Meeting is Tuesday, July 16 at 7:00 PM.



The Fellowship Dinner is Wednesday, July 17 at 6:00 PM. Shirley Sands is hostess.



There is a Baby Shower for Amber Brandon on Sunday, July 21 at 2:00 in the Fellowship Hall. Amber is having a boy. See Becky Mayton if you have any questions.



Committees will meet after the evening prayer & praise time on Sunday, July 28.



$$ Buy A Window or just help buy one! Turn to page 2 for all the details.
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Dear Friends,
Greetings from
Chiang Mai,
Thailand! We
arrived safely in
Chiang Mai a
few weeks ago
and getting settled back into
ministry in this
city. In case
some of you missed it, the link to see ministry videos is below. Also, our family is raising funds for a
car for the ministry here. Any help you can give
would be greatly appreciated.
www.victory44.org/donate

May 29, 2013
First Christian Church
P.O.Box 594
Harriman, TN 37748
Dear Friends:
On behalf of the families served by Ronald McDonald House Charities of Nashville, I want to thank you for your generous love gift in
memory of Sophia Mayton. Your gift will permit our House and Family Room to continue to provide love, support, and a place of comfort
where families can draw additional strength and stability in daily living while caring for their sick child.
The following passage comes from a RMH Mom and expresses the
true meaning of what Ronald McDonald House Charities can mean to
a family.
Hope for the Soul…

Our family has made some new ministry videos
with Victory44 International. They can be viewed
at
www.youtube.com/philparkerus
and include stars Nathanael and Hannah
Parker. Thank you for your partnership and support for the ministry in Thailand. God bless you.
In Christ,
Phil and Michelle Parker

“All of us who find ourselves here at the Ronald McDonald House are
living out part of every parent’s worst nightmare.

VBS raised $1600.00
(with a little help from the Missions Committee).

The money will be sent to the
Deacons in Zimbabwe and will go toward
the installation of Electricity.

These experiences are not only frightening and exhausting; they have
a way of robbing you of your dignity and privacy as well.
This house not only meets the physical needs of rest and nourishment...but because it is also beautiful and well-kept, it can begin to
restore some of what is lost from the soul.”
Thank you for sharing and for understanding the importance of providing a place that families with seriously ill children can call
“home...for awhile.”
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Miller Piercy
Executive Director

A few Shiloh Christian School Ranch Needs

Large Tonka cars / trucks for playing in sand
box

Basketball and pump / needles

Supplies for greenhouse (planting for spring)

Large digging toys for sandbox

Durable basketball goal / pole for court by
school building



Cloth volleyball
New office fax / scan / copier machine for school office.

First Christi

“The Christian does not think God will love us because we are good, but that God will make us good because He loves us.” ~ C. S. Lewis

“We may ignore, but we can nowhere evade, the presence of God, the world is crowded with Him, He walks everywhere incognito.” ~ C. S. Lewis
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“Lost people matter to God, and so they must matter to us.” ~ Keith Wright
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THIS MONTH

Fellowship Meal
Hostess
JULY

Jeff Brown is
Elder of the month
for July, please direct
all questions or needs
directly to Jeff or Josh.

Shirley
Sands

“When we ask
God to move a
mountain,
God may give
us a shovel.”

Benny Brown
will have the
August
Elder Article
and also be
Elder of the Month

AUGUST

June 2
TOTAL WORSHIP ATTENDANCE: 65
Sunday School: 33
June 9
TOTAL WORSHIP ATTENDANCE: 85
Sunday School: ?
June 16
TOTAL WORSHIP ATTENDANCE: 83
Sunday School: 41
June 23
TOTAL WORSHIP ATTENDANCE: 77
Sunday School: 50
June 30
See August caller for June 30 attendance.

JULY

~
Shane Claiborne

U L Y

J

AM Communion
and Pastoral
Prayer

Sunday School
Hour Nursery

Sunday Nursery
Worker

(during Sunday School)

(during church)

Cherlyn Brown

Joy Ramsey

7

David McKissack

14

Jeff Brown

Pat Ramsey

21

Benny Brown

28

Larry Laymon

J

U L Y

NEXT MONTH

S C H E D U L E S
Projection

Larry Laymon

Elevate Jr

Elevate

Age 3,4 & 5

1st - 5th grade

Cherlyn
&
Jacob Brown

Kristin Christman

Kevin
&
Michelle Mee

Cherlyn Brown

Pam McKissack

Travis Wolfe

Pat Ramsey

Rebecca McKissack

Larry Laymon

Sunday
Morning
Greeter

PM Communion

Hospital Cards

Communion
Cleanup

Pernia Martin

Frank Mee

Linda Brown
&
Pernia Martin

Joy Ramsey

Marquee
Up-Keep

Pat Ramsey

Kenyon Mee

S C H E D U L E S

Sound Board
Operator

7

Kevin &
Michelle Mee

14

Fred Ramsey

Kellen Mee
&
Bricen Mee

Jeff Brown

21

Kevin &
Michelle Mee

Becky Mayton

28

Fred Ramsey

Mary Burgess

Wednesday
Night
Nursery

3

Cherlyn Brown

Judy Harmon

10

Joy Ramsey

David McKissack

Lisa Doyle

17

Cherlyn Brown

Frank Mee

Joann Basler

24

Joy Ramsey

31

Cherlyn Brown

1 Peter 2:16 Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.

15

14

28

Committee Meetings

What: Baby Shower
Who: Amber Brandon
Time: 2:00
Where: Fellowship Hall
See Becky Mayton for
details.

21

29

22

8

SonShine Sisters 12:00

1

7

30

Mon

Federal Holiday

9

2

30

23

Board Meeting 7:00

16

Elder’s Meeting 7:00

Tue

3

17

10

31

24

Fellowship Dinner 6:0

Tommie West

Wed

Federal Holiday

Thu

25

18

11

4

Fri

Jr. / Sr. Camping Trip
See Ryan for details

26

19

12

5

Sat

27

20

13

6

JULY

Kids City going to Splash Pad,
see Ryan for details

Sun

Birthday **Anniversary

J u ly 2 0 1 3
Be sure to call the office if you have a loved one in the
hospital or in need of prayer.
Please don’t hesitate to leave a message and someone will
get back to you. (if the machine doesn’t pick up, the phone
is in use)
Office hours are 9:00 - 2:00, Mon - Thu. (this varies if
errands are being run, it’s always best to call first).
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Harriman, TN 37748
Church Office:
Phone: 865-882-3051
Office Hours Mon—Thu (9:00—2:00)
Email: fcch@bellsouth.net
www.fccharriman.org

Service Times
Sunday School
9:45 AM
Sunday Morning
10:50 AM
Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Current Resident
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Gaudi
221 Farmington Trail
Kingston TN 37763

Wednesdays
Bible Study
7:00 PM
(Every 3rd Wednesday is a
Fellowship Meal at 6:00 PM)
Our Program: The Restoration of
The New Testament Church in its Teaching
Ordinance and Life. Our Object: The unity of all Christians
Our Motives: That the world may Believe that Jesus is the Christ

What We Believe
Jesus Christ is the one and only Son of God who
died for our sins and arose from the dead.

Those accepting Christ shall repent of sin, confess
their faith and be baptized into Him.

I Corinthians 15:1-8, John 3:16

Romans 10:9, Acts 2:38

The Bible is the inspired Word of God-a lamp unto
our feet and a light unto our path.

The Church is the Body of Christ on earth, is empowered by the Holy Spirit, and exists to save the
lost and edify the saved.

II Timothy 3:16, Psalm 119:105
Ephesians 4:1-16
Every person has worth as a creation of God, but
that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.
Romans 3:23
Forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life
are available to those who trust Christ as Savior and
Lord.
John 3:16
Salvation is found in Jesus Christ alone, for no one
comes to God the Father except through Him.
Acts 4:12, John 14:6

Elders
Benny Brown
882.7725
Jeff Brown
865.882.8156
Larry Laymon
865.354.8834
Travis Mayton
865.719.7161
Adult Minister
Josh Head
865.244.7630
Youth Minister
Ryan Christman
865-335-9990
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