
ter. If God can change a man like 

Saul, He can change anyone. 

When the odds are against you, 

remember that the difference in 

that situation becoming different, 

involves the divine. 

 

3. When the odds are against you 

remember the focus = the future. 

 

Luke chapter 22 verses 44 and 45 

tell us what Jesus was going 

through just a short time before 

He was arrested. Those verses 

say and being in anguish, he 

prayed more earnestly and his 

sweat was like drops of blood 

falling to the ground. When he 

rose from prayer and went 

back to the disciples he found 

them asleep, exhausted from 

sorrow. Sometimes when life 

hurts and the odds are against 

you the extremeness of your 

current situation is real and has 

you captive to the moment. But 

at the same time you can still 

look forward. When Jesus’ sweat 

was like drops of blood here is 

what was happening. This was 

actually a very rare medical phe-

nomenon called hematidrosis. 

Hematidrosis is an extremely 

rare condition characterized by 

the sweating of blood. It can 

occur when a person is under 

the strain of facing death or some 

other out-of-the-ordinary stress-

ful event. The stress is so great 

that capillary blood vessels that 

feed the sweat glands rupture 

causing the person to actually 

sweat blood. But here is the key. 

Jesus was hurting and the ex-

tremeness of His current situa-

tion was real and He was mo-

mentarily captive to the moment.  

When the Odds Are Against 

You  

 

Sometimes, even as faithful Chris-

tians, the odds are against us in 

this world. Those odds can 

sometimes cause us to equate 

our inability to see - with God 

being unable to provide. Here 

are a couple of important guide-

lines for you when it seems like 

the odds are against you. First - 

when your situation seems hope-

less concerning your resources 

(Matthew 15:34) keep in mind 

that God often provides in ways 

we don’t expect or anticipate. 

Just because you cannot see the 

solution does not mean that it is 

not there. Second - God never 

experiences a shortage of re-

sources. (Matthew 15:37) We 

tend to look at things in terms of 

probabilities and in terms of 

whether something is “likely” or 

“unlikely.” But God is not limited 

in supplying for us just because 

we cannot see what He is going 

to do. 

 

When the odds are against you 

here are three truths I want to 

encourage you to remember. 

 

1. When the odds are against you 

remember the goal = pleasing 

God. 

 

Colossians 3:2 says set your 

minds on things above, not on 

earthly things. Whether things 

are good for us or things are not 

so good for us, God expects us 

to live so that our lives are pleas-

ing to Him. Often, when life 

hurts and the odds are against us, 

we do not put our minds on 

things above. We set our minds 

on earthly things and not on 

things above and in the process 

WE come up with the solutions 

and WE tend to exclude God. 

So, even when the odds are 

against you, try to stay focused 

on things above and on pleasing 

God. 

 

2. When the odds are against you 

remember the difference = the 

divine. 

 

Maybe you are facing a difficult 

situation concerning someone 

that you are in a close relation-

ship with. It could be a husband, 

wife, mother, father, son, daugh-

ter, or friend. They need to 

change but they are resisting it. 

Or maybe it is you who needs to 

change but you don’t know how. 

This is causing conflict and un-

happiness and suffering. From a 

human perspective it seems 

hopeless. You know they will 

never change. They are too hard-

headed and too set in their ways. 

But remember that words such 

as “likely” and “unlikely” do not 

apply when God is involved. God 

does change people. The odds 

were not good that a proud, self-

righteous Pharisee who was ar-

resting and killing Christians 

would himself become a Chris-

tian. The odds were not good 

that Saul would not only become 

a Christian but would become a 

preacher! (Acts 9) When God 

got involved the odds didn’t mat-
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But he rose from prayer and 

he went back to the disci-

ples. He did this because even 

when the odds were against 

Him, He was looking to the 

future. When life hurts and the 

odds are against you don’t lose 

your vision for the future. 

Remember that even when life 

hurts and things are against 

you, God has something better 

in store for you.  

 

Even when the odds are not 

very good God comes 

through. 

 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-

nego were thrown into a blaz-

ing furnace. The odds were not 

too good. But somehow there 

they were walking around 

inside that furnace that was 

heated seven times hotter than 

normal and they were un-

bound and unharmed and un-

burned. Remember the 

Gadarene demoniac. You 

know you are in trouble when 

the Bible calls you a demoniac. 

The odds were not too good. 

But then he met Jesus and the 

evil spirits were completely 

expunged and the man was 

restored and he was in his 

right mind. The evil that had 

overtaken him and had de-

stroyed him spiritually was 

removed and he became a 

follower of Jesus. The woman 

at the well had to sneak to the 

well in the middle of the day 

when no one else came to the 

well. She did this because she 

was ashamed of her life and 

the things she had done. The 

woman at the well had wasted 

her life with illicit relationships. 

Now there was nothing left 

and the odds of that ever being 

any different were not too 

good. But then she met Jesus 

and somehow her morality and 

her chastity and whatever had 

been broken inside this woman 

was restored. When you are in 

front of a crowd of people and 

they are shouting crucify him, 

crucify him you know the 

odds are not too good. When 

they mock you and spit on you 

and they beat you and they nail 

you to a cross you know the 

odds are not too good. In fact, 

Jesus knew that the odds for 

Him were impossible! Even the 

body of the Son of God could 

only take so much torture 

before death set in.  

 

The problem is that sometimes 

we equate our inability to see 

with God being unable to pro-

vide. But the truth is this. Even 

when the odds are sometimes 

not too good - with God the 

odds don’t mean anything! 

 

IHS, 

Josh 

If anyone has a 

special need or 

needs special 

arrangements 

for home com-

munion during 

the month, 

please contact 

Pastor Josh Head 

or Travis  

Mayton. 

T H E  C H R I S T I A N  C A L L E R  
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Where:  First Christian Church Harriman 

Who:  pre - k - 5th grades 

When:  Sun June 7th - Wed June 10th 

Time:  6:00 - 8:00 PM 

Dinner Provided 

Adult Class provided 

YOUTH HAPPENINGS 

Youth Sunday is June 7th 

 

Lake Day  

Saturday, June 20  for Jr. / Sr. High  See Ryan for Details. 

 

Summer Camp 

June 14-18 is for 2nd thru 4th graders 

June 18 - 19 is for 1st graders 

June 21 - 26 is for 5th and 6th graders. 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fchristianstandard.com%2F2013%2F01%2Ftried-and-true-and-new-for-you%2F&ei=HfppVcGeOsOTsAWdzIC4BQ&bvm=bv.94455598,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNErWsi1Fjz09Ob_S
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stthomasmtc.org%2Fsundayschool%2Findex.htm&ei=hPppVZWJKMTIsAXHxYGoAQ&bvm=bv.94455598,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNErWsi1Fjz09Ob_Svqhlm9OuVs2cg&ust=14330
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Volunteer Schedules for  June 

WEEKLY 06/07/15 06/14/15 06/21/15 06/28/15  

Greeter Pernia Martin Frank Mee Nick Ellis Joyce Laymon  

Nursery during 

Sunday School 
Jenny Ross Pat Ramsey Cherlyn Brown Jenny Ross  

Nursery during 

Church 
Joy Ramsey Pat Ramsey Linda Brown Joy Ramsey  

Pastoral Prayer & 

AM Communion 
Travis Mayton David McKissack Jeff Brown Larry Laymon  

PM Communion Frank Mee Jeff Brown No PM Service David McKissack  

Projection Larry Carver Jessica Lairres Travis Wolfe Larry Laymon  

Sound Board Kevin Mee Tony McKissack Larry Carver Kevin Mee  

MONTHLY  

Communion  

Clean - up 
Shirley Sands 

Elevate Jr. Kandie Stafford 

Elevate Michelle Mee 

Fellowship Meal 

Hostess Pernia Martin 

Marquee  

up keep Fred & Joy Ramsey 

 

Hodge, Donna 

Howe, Ray & Linda 

Hyden, Marlyn 

Isham, Kenny 

Lawson, Jennifer 

Lawson, Shirley 

Lengefelt, Alton 

Magill, Dean 

Marshall, JR.  

Mayton, Conny 

McKinney, Nellie 

McKissack, Joe 

Mee, Bess 

Mee, David 

Mee, Frank 

Mee, Josh 

Mel’s Dad 

Mother-In-Law of  

Ronnie Powell 

Palco, Phillip 

Pearch, Ann 

Ramsey, Treva 

Robbins, Joyce 

Shut-ins 

Praise 

Baby Charlie Boles came home!  

Dian Bell is doing better! 

  

Prayer 

Anderson, Ed 

Baker, Liz 

Basler, Howard 

Bell, Dian 

Brandon 

Brown, Maren 

Burgess, Jackson 

Clark, Dugan & Rachel 

Crowe, Will 

Davidson, Betty 

Davidson, Gary 

Davidson, Pam 

Devaney, John 

Ellis, Nick 

Garner, Keonna 

Garner, Spencer 

Gary, Lola 

Gilley, Carrie 

Henry, Felix 

Snyder, Barbara 

Snyder, Evelyn 

Larry’s Mom-Virginia 

Ward, Rebecca 

Webb, Terry 

Wright, Barney 

  

Families of 

Debra (Howard & Nellie’s niece) 

Henley, Betsy 

Jarnagin, Robin 

Magill, Dean 

McGee, Treasea 

Martin, Mike 

Mee, Bobbie Ruth 

Military Men & Women 

Painter, Don 

Townsend, Mickey 

Wright, Margaret 

  

  

T H E  C H R I S T I A N  C A L L E R  

The value of 

persistent 

prayer is 

not that He 

will hear us 

but that we 

will finally 

hear Him 

Don’t forget to pray today,  

because God didn’t forget to wake you up 

05/03/15- .. 59 in attendance for worship and an offering of  

05/10/15- .. 77 in attendance for worship and an offering of  

05/17/15- .. 68 in attendance for worship and an offering of  

05/24/15- .. 68 in attendance for worship and an offering of  

05/31/15- .. (will be in the July Christian Caller) 

Numbers for May 2015 Be sure and check out the  

Missions Budget on the Bulletin 

Board and see where your  

contributions are going. 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 

Pray Continually 

 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

June 2015 

Father’s Day 
No PM Service 

 

*Edna McNamer 

*Kandie Stafford 
*Billie Webb 

*Allie Walker 

**Jeff & Cherlyn 
Brown 

*Noah McCarrol 
*Abigail Christman 

*Louise Lawson *Judy Harmon 

*Travis Mayton 

*Cody Sanford 

*Joyce Laymon 

*Larry Laymon 

Fellowship Dinner 
6:00 

Sonshine Sisters 
12:00 

Board Meeting 
7:00 

Elder’s Meeting 
7:00 

Youth Sunday 

Lake Day 
Jr./Sr. High 

Summer 
Camp 

2nd - 4th  

Graders 

Summer 
Camp 

1st Graders 

Summer 
Camp 

5th - 6th  

graders 

Firefly Show 
Leaving Church  

at 3:00 

See Bess or Becky 
Mayton  

VBS 
6:00 - 8:00 

Pre-K 

Thru 
5th 


