
regulations didn’t make Warner 

more holy. Instead - all of the 

pressure to be more Christ-like 

without having the power or 

forgiveness of Jesus - seemed to 

drive Warner over the edge. 

During the production of King of 

Kings, rather than act more like 

Jesus - Warner relapsed into his 

addiction to alcohol.  

To be holy is not based on those 

around us and is not based on 

self-imposed rules and is not 

based on just being good. It is 

based on taking seriously the idea 

that God has called us to grow in 

holiness to be like Him. Jesus said 

blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness, for 

they will be filled. (Matthew 5:6) 

As the deer pants for the water – 

may we be people who thirst 

after the holiness of God. 

 

IHS, 

Josh 

 

The Pursuit of Holiness  

 

1 Peter 1:15 and 16 says but just 

as he who called you is holy, so 

be holy in all you do; for it is 

written - “Be holy, because I 

am holy.” 

 

Sometimes people are guilty of 

thinking that holiness is simply 

adapting to the character and 

behavior pattern of Christians 

around them. They develop what 

Jeff Bridges calls in his book The 

Pursuit of Holiness “cultural holi-

ness” - where people become 

more or less holy based on the 

people around them. But God 

does not call us to be like the 

people around us – He calls us to 

be like Him! One of the great 

failures in being motivated to 

pursue righteousness comes with 

the wrong understanding of what 

God hates. Because God is holy - 

He hates sin. Zechariah 8:17 is 

speaking about various sins in 

Israel and God says for all these 

things are what I hate. Hate is a 

powerful word that describes 

powerful feelings! God does not 

just dislike sin – God does not 

just get upset about sin – God 

does not just get angry about sin 

- HE HATES SIN! Here is the 

problem if and when we just 

conform to the holy standard of 

the people around us. We will 

never grow to hate sin like God 

does and if we do not grow to 

hate sin like God does – then we 

are not going to really try to do 

anything about it. God cannot 

relax His perfect standard of 

holiness - and that is why we are 

commanded in 1 Peter 1:15 to be 

holy in all you do. Hebrews 

12:14 says it this way - make 

every effort . . . to be holy; 

without holiness no one will 

see the Lord. The love of God 

to us through Jesus Christ should 

be our primary motivation to 

holiness. But a motivation 

prompted by God’s hatred of sin 

can also be a powerful motivator 

for us. 

In 1927 the famous director Ce-

cil B. DeMille cast British-born 

actor H. B. Warner as Jesus in his 

famous silent film King of Kings. 

During filming of King of Kings 

Warner was kept on a very short 

leash because Cecil B. DeMille 

was concerned that any behavior 

by the lead actor deemed incon-

sistent with the image of Christ 

would result in negative publicity 

for the film. So, DeMille enforced 

strict measures to ensure that 

Warner kept up a good “Jesus-

image.” Both Warner and his co-

star Dorothy Cumming - who 

played Mary, the mother of Jesus 

- had to sign agreements that 

barred them for five years from 

appearing in film roles that might 

compromise their “holy” screen 

images. During the filming, War-

ner was driven to the set with 

blinds drawn and he wore a black 

veil as he was delivered to the 

set. DeMille separated Warner 

from the other cast members - 

even forcing him to eat alone 

every day. Warner couldn’t play 

cards, go to ballgames, ride in a 

convertible, or go swimming. But 

the strict regimen of rules and 
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 E-Mail the office at 

fcch@bellsouth.net 

or sign up at the 

Welcome Center if 

you would like to 

receive the Chris-

tian Caller by E-

Mail 

 FCC still offers 

Valet Parking on 

Sunday morning 

for anyone who 

needs it. Please let 

Travis Mayton 

know if you would 

like to take advan-

tage of this special 

service. Travis may 

be reached at 865-

719-7161 
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Ryan Christman 

Youth Minister 

Ryan’s Renderings 
The following is part 2 of an article I found on line 
and thought that this is something that all par-

ents need to be aware of when raising their kids. I 

agree with what Rick is saying in this article we 

have to realize how we live impacts how they act. 

If we are not proactive then we are setting our 

kids up to fail. (I shared part 1 in the February 

issue of “The Christian Caller”.                                                               

2. Instant gratification 
Porn Training: Cyber women are downloadable 

and extinguishable. The spoiled child who is given 

everything he wants is a perfect candidate for 

porn training. Another main characteristic of the 

pornographer is the easy accessibility and extin-

guishabliltry of the cyber girl. Too many of our 

children have not heard the word no. They are 
often given the desires of their heart. It used to 

be children were glad to have their needs met, 

but that day has passed. Not only are needs an 

expectation and an assumption, but so are the 

desires. You’ll see this in the average middle 

school church ministry. My daughter came home 

the other day telling me how most of the sixth 

graders in the group had iPhones. When children 

run the home by easily persuading their 

parents to give them the desires of their 

heart, then there is nothing to stop the child 

from getting into porn if the opportunity 

arises. And the opportunity will arise.I heard a 

stat recently, which said out of 813 adults from 18

-26, two out of three agreed pornography viewing 

was acceptable. 86% of the men and 32% of the 

women used porn. The percentage among women 

is growing. I think we all agree porn is exponen-

tially easier to access than it was just ten years 

ago. If the child is set up to get his selfish desires 
met, it wont be hard for him to be allured by porn. 

The spoiled child gets what he wants when he 

wants it with no regard for right or wrong. The 

porn addict gets what he wants when he wants it 

with no regard for right or wrong. Instant gratifi-

cation in a child breeds instant gratification in 

adults. We’re hiding our heads in the sand (self-

deception) to think we can meet all the desires of 
our child’s heart and expect him not to be this 
way when he becomes an adult.                                             

3. Non-Communicative Couples 
Porn Training: Married couples communicate less 

and less, a requirement for porn enjoyment. One 

of the common complaints I hear from couples in 

marriage counseling is the couple’s lack of 
communication. They hardly talk to each other. If 

they do talk, it’s usually about family events, 

mutual transactions, and marital business. This is 

a perfect setup for the porn trainee because 

viewing porn has nothing to do with verbal com-

munication. Porn is about visually enjoying 

women in order to feed the mind. Who needs to 

talk? The heart of porn use is privatized self-
centeredness. It’s a man isolating himself in 

order to watch a video. The heart of the non-

communicative couple is self-centeredness. It’s 

two people married to each other, but living in 

their private worlds. The children of non-

communicative parents are trained in the de

-valuing of words, but it’s more than this. 

It’s the devaluing of the opposite sex. A man 

who does not talk to his wife is sending a loud 

message – she is not worthy of his words. 

Nothing devalues a woman more than pornogra-
phy. The female is objectified only for the pur-

pose of being used in a slavish way to satisfy 

the putrid mind of a man. There is no communi-

cation in this scenario. Husbands, your children 

need to see the value you give your wife by 

giving her some of your best words throughout 

your day. I’m not talking about words which 

satisfy the family schedule or the financial 

budget. I’m talking about words which build 

up, cherish, nourish, and adore your 

wife. Show the value you place on the woman 

you married. Let her be exalted in the minds of 

your children. Let no corrupting talk come out of 

your mouths, but only such as is good for 
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give 

grace to those who hear. (Ephesians 4:29) 

Teach them to talk in ways which build-up the 

other person. You’re not only valuing the per-

son, but you’re exalting the use of words. This is 

one of the most powerful ways the Lord builds 

us up—through His Words. Let the words of my 

mouth and the meditation of my heart be ac-
ceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and my 

redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)                                     

4. No Consequences for Actions 
Porn Training: Teaches a false confidence 

through a risk-free relationship. Along with 
the spoiled child mentioned above, there is a 

parallel parental action to giving the kid what-

ever he desires. This is the parent who teaches 

little to no consequences for his actions. A child 

who does not have to pay for what he has done 

wrong will learn how to get away with anything. 

This, too, is a major characteristic of a porn 

addiction. It gives the addict a false confidence 
in a risk-free virtual environment. For the Lord 

disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every 

son whom he receives. (Hebrews 12:6) Children 

must have a comprehensive view of love, which 

means they must be appropriately disciplined 

when they do wrong. The spoiled child who 

suffers little consequences in life will have a low 

regard for rules and authority .Porn has no 
rules and low risk. It doesn’t take much to enter 

the porn world. It’s not like robbing a bank, 

which makes porn’s allurement all the more 

appealing. A child who knows he can get away 

with things  is easy prey for the tentacles of 

pornography. I’m all for grace-motivated living 
and doling out affection on my children, but I’m 

not for letting them get away with sin. We have 

clear sin categories in our home and my chil-

dren know where the lines have been drawn. 

This is a matter of respect and honor for God 

and His Word. There is a right and a wrong. The 

porn addict does not have this kind of respect. 

The lines are blurred, a reality for him which did not 
begin when he first stumbled onto pornography. 

Many porn addicts have a low view of the law of God. 

They simply do not care, because they have not been 

made to care. One of the ways you can discern this 

in your child is by how he respects his siblings or his 

mother. Typically a child will push his mother farther 

than he will push his dad. When children do this, they 

are stretching the boundaries of honor, respect, 
kindness, and biblical love. These four things, among 

several other character traits, are also absent from 

the porn user. As a parent, you may want to examine 

how you honor, respect, show kindness, and biblically 

love those in your home and community                                                                                                       

5. Critical Community in the Home                                                                                                                           
Porn Training: Criticism and anger are the most 

common ways we devalue others. Is your home a 

critical community? If you were to assess your 

home, would you determine there is more encour-

agement, praise, affirmation, and love or is there 
more frustration, impatience, criticalness, and self-

centeredness? The porn world is a refuge where 

people go to escape the realities of their lives. It’s a 

risk-free haven where the addict can be in control, 

while satisfying his weary mind. There is no place, 

which will affect his mind more than what goes on in 

his home. Even the church cannot accomplish what 

the home can accomplish, good or bad.  If the home 

is not a refuge of encouragement, your child will 

be tempted to find refuge in other places. Porn is 

one of the easiest places for him to get lost in the 

moment. It gives him a satisfying power, which he 

does not experience, in his real world. He can go into 

his momentary addiction and seize the moment with 
no fear whatsoever of being condemned, judged, 

criticized, or disappointed. All he will need to do is 

tweak his conscience in order to feed his habit. Once 

his conscience is appropriately hardened, he is home 

free – according to his self-deception. The best 

antidote for this kind of twisted thinking is to create 

a culture of encouragement in his home. Isn’t this 

what the Gospel is all about? Each time you read 
God’s Word you find some kind of benefit? You are 

encouraged? Your are helped? Compare how God’s 

words affect you and how your words affect others.                                                                                                                                               

The Porn Trained kid            
Porn training does not happen by volition. It happens 

by default if the parents are not attuned to the kind 

of home they have created. Kids are responders and 

they will respond to what the parent is providing 

them. The question now becomes, what are we 

exporting to our children? We’re all exporting some-

thing. The good news for the humble person is he can 

examine his mind and behavior through the lens of 
this article and be changed. All a parent needs to do 

is to implement the needed changes listed under 

each of the five points mentioned. If you do this, then 

plan on being surprised by God. His Word is true—He 

gives favor to the humble (James 4:6). 

 

If anyone has a special 

need or needs special 

arrangements for home 

communion during the 

month, please contact 

Pastor Josh Head or 

Travis Mayton. 

T H E  C H R I S T I A N  C A L L E R  

Elevate  

Winter Extreme 

Disciples of Jesus Listen 

and Obey 

Disciples of Jesus help 

others, even if it costs us 

Disciples of Jesus show 
kindness to others, even if 

they don’t deserve it. 

Disciples of Jesus Respect 

authority 

Disciples of Jesus show 

mercy 

Disciples of Jesus use their 
gifts to help others 

Disciples of Jesus are never 

too busy for people 

Disciples of Jesus trust that 

God has our best in mind 

 

Elevate Jr  
Altitude Jr. 

I will learn from the Bible 

God will take care of me 
God has big plans for me 

I will obey God’s rules 

I will help others 

I will do what is right 

I will tell others about God 

and Jesus 

I will do my best 
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http://www.covenanteyes.com/pornstats/
http://www.covenanteyes.com/pornstats/
http://www.covenanteyes.com/2011/09/15/5-proven-ways-pornography-warps-your-mind-4/
http://www.covenanteyes.com/2011/09/15/5-proven-ways-pornography-warps-your-mind-4/
http://www.covenanteyes.com/2011/02/23/accountability-as-a-lifestyle-part-3-the-next-generation/
http://www.covenanteyes.com/2011/02/23/accountability-as-a-lifestyle-part-3-the-next-generation/
http://www.covenanteyes.com/2013/07/31/6-reasons-men-and-women-are-drawn-to-porn/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+14%3A19&version=ESV
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Volunteer Schedules for March 2014 

WEEKLY 03/02/14 03/09/14 03/16/14 03/23/14 03/30/14 

Greeter Linda Brown Bess Mee Dee Adkisson Virginia Easter Michelle Mee 

Nursery during 

Sunday School 
Pat Ramsey Cherlyn Jenny Ross Pat Ramsey Cherlyn 

Nursery during 

Church 
Rebecca McKissack Joy Ramsey Pam McKissack Rebecca McKissack Joy Ramsey 

Pastoral Prayer & 

AM Communion 
Travis Mayton David McKissack Jeff Brown Benny Brown Larry Laymon 

PM Communion Frank Mee Jeff Brown David McKissack Frank Mee Jeff Brown 

Projection Kevin & Michelle Travis Wolfe Larry Laymon Kevin & Michelle Travis Wolfe 

Sound Board Fred Ramsey Kevin Mee Fred Ramsey Kevin Mee Fred Ramsey 

MONTHLY  

Communion  

Clean - up 
Cherlyn Brown 

Elevate Jr. Jenny Ross 

Elevate Pat Ramsey 

Fellowship Meal 

Hostess Cherlyn Brown 

Marquee  

up keep Kellen Mee 

Cherlyn Brown & Linda Brown will alternate for the Nursery on Wednesday nights. 

 Howard, Helen 

 Howard, Louise 

 Howe, Ray & Linda 

 Johnson, Ken 

 McLean, Charles 

 Mee, Bobbie 

 Mee, Kaley 

 Mitchell, Beverly 

 Richardson, Beth 

 Ross, Abbagail 

 Schmidt, Arnie & Donna 

 Shaw, Mildred 

 Snow, Cory 

 Tackett, Suzette 

 Thornton, Alvin 

 Trew, Luke 

Prayer 

 Adkisson, Dee 

 Barney & Marge 

 Basler, Howard & Joann 

 Bell, David 

 Brandson, Peggy 

 Brown, Benny 

 Brown, Linda 

 Clark, Dugan & Rachel 

 Cook, Judy 

 Cox, Bobbie 

 Cox, Carl 

 Duff, Tony 

 Ellis, Nick & Reba 

 Gunter, Mickie 

 Henley, Missy 

 Unspoken 

 Webb, Kim 

 West, Martha 

 Wright, Marge 

 

Families of 

 Eaststep, Linda 

 Gilmore, Ronnie 

 Hackler, Eugene Military Men 

& Women 

 Plemons, Neil 

 Scandlyn, Lois 

 Shelton, Richard 

 

T H E  C H R I S T I A N  C A L L E R  

The value of 

persistent 

prayer is 

not that He 

will hear us 

but that we 

will finally 

hear Him 

Don’t forget to pray today,  

because God didn’t forget to wake you up 

02/0214 -  82 in attendance for worship and an offering of $2973.50 

02/09/14 - 88 in attendance for worship and an offering of $1916.00    

02/16/14 - 75 in attendance for worship and an offering of $2336.00 

02/23/14 - 79 in attendance for worship and an offering of $2378.00                   

Numbers for February 2014 Be sure and check out the  

Missions Budget on the Bulletin 

Board and see where your  

contributions are going. 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 

Pray Continually 
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Answer: Cherubim with a flaming sword 

RIDDLE:  I am what kept Adam and Eve from returning to the Garden of Eden. What am I? 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+5%3A11&version=ESV
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

March 2014 

First Christian Church    865-882-3051  324  Morgan Avenue, Harriman, TN   37748 

*Tabatha Stockton 

Sonshine Sisters 
12:00 

Elder’s Meeting 
7:00 

*Verna Webb 

*Mandy Webb 

*Ken Swafford 

**Sam & Mary  

        Burgess 

*Kristin Christman 

Day light Savings 

*Julie Garland *Kenyon Mee 

Fellowship Dinner 
6:00 

Board Meeting 
7:00 

*Reba Ellis 

*Jim Angel 

*Kellen Mee *Sloan Mee 

*Audrea Phillips 

*Alyssa Will 

*Dennis Easter 

*Jessica Rittenhouse 

*Linda Howe 

*Mark Cummings *Nick Ellis 

*Alexandria McClean 

*Steven Sanford 

*Joe Wright 

Church Wide Clean 

Up Day 9:00AM 

 Sign up at the  

Welcome Center 

Up Coming Events:   
 Women’s Small Group Bible Study begins April 3. 

 Easter Egg Hunt at Riverfront Park on April 19, time to be announced. 

 Sunrise Service with breakfast to follow, April 20, Easter Sunday. 

 High Schoolers to Lily Bridge on April 27. 

 Graduation Dinner on May 21. 

 VBS June 8 - June 11. 

 Lake Day toward the end of June. 

 Picnic at Frozen Head for Elevate Kids July 26. 

 White Water Rafting for High Schoolers sometime in July 

 Bear Falls indoor water park for Elevate kids in August & also tubing for High Schoolers. 

 September will be the time for the Annual Chili-Cook-Off. 

 October will be Trunk or Treat / Game Night Combo. 
 

New/Change of Address’: 
Dee Adkisson - 2903 Hillcrest Lane, Jasper, AL  35501    PH#: 205-221-0468 

Larry & Lucy Carver - 255 Woody Avenue, Harriman, TN  37748  PH#:  865-590-7257  

Lauren Head - 21442 Cory James Way, Elkmont, AL  35620 

 

St. Patrick’s Day 

PJ and Movie Night 

For all the Elevate 

kids beginning at 6:00 

PM. 

High School Students 

to go see the movie 

God’s Not Dead 

http://www.stjulia.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/ash-wednesday1.jpg

