
The Gospels Connect Our Journey to the Journey of Jesus 

 

We have four Gospels because the life of Jesus cannot be recorded 

and told with only one Book. The Gospels provide the complete 

picture that we need when it comes to our spiritual journey con-

necting with the journey of Jesus. Each Gospel was written for and 

directed toward a particular audience. Matthew was written primar-

ily for the Jews. Matthew uses genealogies, uses multiple Old Tes-

tament references, and often mentions synagogues and the Temple. 

His focus is on getting people who were Jews to become Jewish 

Christians. Mark was written primarily to non-Jews with a Roman 

background. Mark uses few Old Testament references and he explains Jewish customs. His focus 

is not on words but is on Jesus as a man of power doing incredible works. Luke was written pri-

marily for people with a Greek background. Luke, as a doctor, was the perfect person to focus on 

the humanity of Jesus in order to connect with the humanity of man. The Gospel of John was writ-

ten last and its focus is primarily on second and third generation Jewish and Gentile Christians who 

needed a fresh look at Jesus as the Son of God.  

 

Here is a good way to think about why we have four Gospels. Suppose that four people see an 

outdoor Garth Brooks concert. One sees it on TV – one sees it from the front row of the concert – 

one sees it from a mountaintop three miles way – and one sees it while floating in a hot air balloon 

two hundred feet above the concert. They all four see the same thing, but they see it and experience 

it from different perspectives. Each of the four Gospels is just as accurate and true as the other ones 

– the authors just saw and experienced Jesus from different places in life. Their unique perspective 

harmonizes with the other Gospels and gives us a complete picture that teaches us how to connect 

our journey with the journey of Jesus. 

 

Here is how can we get the most out of the Gospels. 

 

1. Read the Gospels and recognize the deep conflict between Jesus and the religious leaders.  

 

Jesus taught about love and grace. The religious leaders taught that religion was works-centered. 

Jesus taught about real truth. The religious leaders taught about law. Jesus centered on the spiritual. 

The religious leaders centered on legalism. The religious leaders focus was socialized and politi-

cized and it caused a veil of misunderstanding. If we can see what they missed and how they 

missed it, it will help keep us from doing the same.  

 

2. Read the Gospels with the focus on Jesus as a Servant of God.  

 

In Mark 10:45 Jesus says for even the Son of Man did not come to be served – but to serve – and 

to give his life as a ransom for many. Jesus is the Truth coupled with actions that are an outgrowth 

of that Truth. The Gospels tell us about God and about Jesus and about people and we have these 

wonderful and unique perspectives from the four authors. But one thing that is emphasized over-

and-over is the fact that Jesus was a Servant. His words were backed up by His doing with the 
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hope and expectation that we will follow His example.   

 

3. Read the Gospels with the focus that everything Jesus says and does is always one hundred 

percent right. 

 

It was no accident that Jesus speaks of himself and says I am the way and the truth and the life. 

You can examine the words of Jesus and realize that they have transformative power in your life 

when you remember that those words are one hundred percent truth. You might not immediately 

understand them or understand how they apply to your life, but you can find comfort in knowing 

that they are true and they are accurate and they are trustworthy. There is one way your journey 

can always be made better and that is when your journey consciously and spiritually connects 

with the journey of Jesus.   

 

A riptide is an ocean current that will pull you out to sea while waves are moving toward a beach. 

The secret of surviving a riptide is that you have to be willing to do what is counterintuitive. You 

have to fight the instinct to swim toward the shore and allow the riptide to take you further from 

the shore as you swim parallel to the shore. When it comes to Jesus, we sometimes have to do 

what is counterintuitive. We want to swim toward what we want – safety, material things, our 

own desires and impulses – but we have to allow Jesus to take us where He wants us to be – as 

we get caught up in His power and leading. The four Gospels allow us to connect to the Lord 

Jesus who can take us places we have never been before.  

 

IHS, 

Josh  
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 Prayers  

  

Volunteer Schedules for  March 2017 

WEEKLY 05 12 19 26  

Greeter Pernia Martin Nick Ellis Mary Burgess Virginia Easter  

Nursery during 

Sunday School 
TBA TBA TBA TBA  

Nursery during 

Church 
Linda Brown Joy Ramsey Linda Brown Joy Ramsey  

Pastoral Prayer & 

AM Communion 
Travis Matyon David McKissack Jeff Brown Travis Mayton  

Home  

Communion 
Travis Mayton David Mckissack Jeff Brown Josh Head  

Projection Kevin Mee Tony McKissack Jacob Conner Travis Wolfe  

Sound Board Jacob Conner Kevin Mee Jacob Brown  Tony Mckissack  

MONTHLY  

Communion  

Clean - up 
Linda Brown 

Elevate Jr. Cherlyn Brown 

Elevate Pat Ramsey 

Fellowship Meal 

Hostess Linda Brown 

Marquee  

up keep Kenyon Mee 

 

Howe, June 

Howe, Ray & Linda 

Johnson, Reva 

Laura 

Lawson, Louise 

Martin, Pernia 

McKinney, Nellie 

McKissack, David 

Mee, Bess 

Miller, Cynthia 

Miller, Gayle 

Moore, Doc 

Pennington, Laura 

Reed, Laura 

Wagner, Nancy 

Yeary, Mattis 

Prayer 

Barger, Sue 

Basler, Howard 

Brackett, Keith 

Brown, Jeff 

Brown, Linda 

Doyle, Alex 

Ellis, Bill 

Ellis, Nick 

Fann, Priscilla 

Fairres, Jessica  

Folk, Nedra 

Gardner, Gwen 

Harvey, Emmett 

Head, Lauren 

Head, Melanie 

Yeary, Mitchell & 

Amanda 

Families of 

Brown Family 

Heath, James 

Howe, Mark 

Mayner, Phyllis 

McKinney, Mike 

Military Men & Women 

Potter, Cheryl 

Shealy, Margaret 

Shubert, Maxine 

Snyder, Dick 

T H E  C H R I S T I A N  C A L L E R  

The value of 

persistent 

prayer is 

not that He 

will hear us 

but that we 

will finally 

hear Him 

02/05/17- 56 in attendance for worship and an offering of  $3345.00 

02/12/17- 59 in attendance for worship and an offering of  $1670.00 

02/19/17 -74 in attendance for worship and an offering of  $3023.00 

02/26/17- (will be in March Caller) 

 

Numbers for February Be sure and check out the  

Missions Budget on the Bulletin 

Board and see where your  

contributions are going. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

MARCH 2017 

*Ken Swafford 

*Kellen Mee *Audrea Phillips *Julie Garland 

*Joe Wright *Nick Ellis *Tabatha Stockton 

*Kenyon Mee 

*Verna Webb 

*Sloan Mee 

*Mandy Webb 

** Sam & Mary  
       Burgess 

Board Meeting 

7:00 

Sonshine Sister’s 

Meeting  12:00 

Elder’s Meeting 

7:00 

Fellowship Dinner 

6::00 

*Kristin Christman 
*Linda Howe 

*Alysa Will 

*Dennis Easter 
*Jessica Rittenhouse 

Noisy Can 

Offering 


